Talking Points on Public Transport

Dear concerned resident:

Thank you for downloading this document from our website.  The members of TRANSIT hope that this resource will prove to be useful for you and help you to discuss public transport issues with your local council.

While public transport may not be the most glamorous issue among the many that we face in our lives, the members of TRANSIT believe that better public transport combined with better development will improve our communities and through this, our quality of life.

TRANSIT believes in the following:

1. Public transport is not a service for the elderly and poor. 

2. Community shuttle buses are a service for people who would like an alternative from the private car/motorcycle/taxi - not a service for people with "no choice".

3. A network of reliable, frequent Community Shuttle Buses would give people an alternative to using their cars or motorcycles, meaning that there would be less traffic congestion on our roads.

4. On average, 1 more 12m long bus on the road equals 53 fewer cars or motorcycles on the road.  Remember this equation, 1 = 53

The State Government has a role to play

1. The State Government should become an advocate better public transport in Selangor and the Klang Valley.

2. The State Government should create a State Public Transport Council to focus on improvements to public transport in Selangor.

3. The whole state of Selangor should have a complete network of convenient local community shuttle buses.

4. By providing free local community shuttle service, the State government will not be competing with bus operators and does not have to seek permits from the Commercial Vehicles Licensing Board.

5. There should be coordination with the State Government so that there is proper funding and service integration between these local public transport networks and the LRT and KTM and stage bus services.

The Local Councils also have a role to play

1. It is necessary for each local government to have a department or office that focuses on the development of urban public transit or public transport.  While some local councils have these departments already (MPAJ, for example) other councils do not.

2. Each local council should appoint a Public Transport Committee before they make attempts at implementing public transport service.  This committee should include members of the local council, the bus operators, and the residents associations.

3. Community Shuttle Bus service requires lots of buses - because very slow frequencies (more than 1 hour) between buses is simply unacceptable and will not encourage people to use public transport.

4.   These buses should be properly-designed accessible buses

5.  Maps of Local Community Shuttle Bus service should be posted prominently at bus stops, in the Council Buildings, community halls, community newspapers, online etc.

The members of TRANSIT would be happy to provide feedback on local public transport issues to the State Government and the Local Councils.  TRANSIT can be reached at klangvalley.transit@gmail.com or at the number 012-248-3330 /019 280 0608

